
	Caring For Your New Puppy




Congratulations on getting a new puppy!  This is an exciting time and to make it as enjoyable as possible we have collected some ideas that will help you on your way.
The first thing to consider when getting a new puppy is behavior.  Starting out on the right foot and doing the right things will make this time more fun. Every dog owner wants a well behaved puppy, but to be good trainers, we have to first be good students.  Your dog will look to you for direction and you will need to know what to do.  Consistency is the main idea in puppy training.  You must use the same words in the same tone to get the same results.  Choose only short phrases and stick with them, such as, “Go outside”, “Go for a walk”, or “No!”  Giving them long sentences with lots of words will only confuse them.  

The ages of 6-8 weeks old are a very impressionable time for puppies.  This is when things stick with them.  Dogs are pack oriented and someone has to be the leader of that pack. That person needs to be you, not the dog.  To gain this position, you want to assert your dominance over the dog. This does not mean to be aggressive or harm your dog. You just need to speak their language.  Their language is made of touch, position, and eye contact.  Look them in the eyes and wait until they look away.  Looking away from you gives you dominance over them.  If they do not look away, keep staring them down. This is one contest you don’t want to lose.  Another way is to physically push them into a down position.  Don’t worry you will not hurt them. Simply hold them down with your hands on their back and don’t give in until they give in to you.  Putting them on their back is another way.  Belly-up is a submissive position for them, so hold them there until they give in.   These simple steps will help you dog understand its place in its new pack, aka your family.

Leash training is very important at this age.  It will build good habits and ensure the safety of your puppy.  It may take a little while, but remember to be consistent and it will pay off in the end.  Ask our staff for some ideas on leash training.

Housebreaking is also a time for picking a routine and sticking with it.  If you decide that you wish your puppy to go outside to use the bathroom, don’t introduce puppy pads, as these will only confuse them.  Pick one spot in the yard to go to, and don’t let them off the leash until “business” is done.  Take them out consistently: about every 4 hours, after meals, after naps, after playtime, and when you notice them sniffing around or circling.
Eventually, they may “ask” to go out, but do not expect this of a puppy.  You are the one responsible for ensuring they go, and remember that mistakes will happen, just move on and try harder the next time.

Chewing is another behavior that comes with puppyhood.  The main rule is to provide them with safe toys and if they chew the wrong things, keep offering their toys as alternatives.  Praise them for doing the right thing, and bear with it, chewing only lasts 2 years or so and then you can get that new couch you’ve always wanted.:)
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